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Governing Diversity: Race and Ethnicity in American Politics 
Tuesday/Thursday 2:30-3:45 pm 

Cullen 321 
 

Dr. Emily Sydnor      Mood-Bridwell 212 
Contact:        Office Hours:  
Office phone: 512-863-1587     Wed. 1-4 pm,  
sydnore@southwestern.edu     and by appointment 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 

 
How does a government built on democratic principles of individual liberty and 

equality continue to support racial stratification? We will examine the many ways political 
institutions, public policy, and public opinion have shaped or perpetuated racial and ethnic 
inequality. Our focus will primarily be on African-Americans, but we will also consider the 
unique status of Native Americans and the increasing impact of immigrant communities on our 
political system. We will look at how citizens, politicians, and scholars talk about race, as well 
as how these ideas are reinforced or challenged by political systems. Our goal is to engage in a 
discussion about the extent to which different racial groups have overcome barriers to political 
participation.  
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES 
 
1. Recognize ways in which political institutions induce or perpetuate inequality in the 

American system.   
2. Understand how citizens of different racial and ethnic groups participate in the political 

system, whether through civic organizations, party affiliation, or individual political 
activity.  

3. Evaluate American public policy and public opinion through the lens of race and 
ethnicity.  

4. Synthesize research on race, ethnicity and politics to offer political and policy 
recommendations on the state and federal level.  

5. Respond sensitively to complex, personal political debates and conflicts.  
 
This course is part of the Investigating Identity paideia cluster.  As such, you will also 
investigate how individual and group identities of various types inform who we are or who we 
believe ourselves to be.  Specifically, we will focus on the questions of:  
6. Where does identity come from? How is identity created? What are the sources of 

identity? How do we recognize identity? 
7. How do multiple identities intersect and coexist?  

 
 
MATERIALS 
 
Abrajano, Marisa and Zoltan L. Hajnal (2015). White Backlash: Immigration, Race, and American 
Politics. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press.  
 
Hajnal, Zoltan L. and Taeku Lee (2012). Why Americans Don’t Join the Party: Race, Immigration, 
and the Failure (of Political Parties) to Engage the Electorate. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University 
Press.  

mailto:sydnore@southwestern.edu


 
Hochschild, Jennifer L., Vesla M. Weaver and Traci R. Burch (2012). Creating a New Racial Order: 
How Immigration, Multiracialism, Genomics and the Young Can Remake Race in America. Princeton, 
NJ: Princeton University Press.  
 
Lopez, Ian Haney (2014). Dog Whistle Politics: How Coded Racial Appeals Have Reinvented Racism 
and Wrecked the Middle Class. New York: Oxford University Press.  
 
ASSESSMENT AND EVALUATION 
 

1. “Making Connections” Assignments (20%) 
In the spirit of paideia and making connections, you will need to complete two short 
assignments from the list below.  Which activities you choose and the order in which you 
complete them are up to you; however, at least one must be submitted before spring break.  

• 500-word reflection on a film, television show, or podcast related to racial and ethnic 
politics 

• 500 word summary of an on-campus or local event you have attended, including its 
connection to class and your reaction 

• 500 word op-ed that makes an argument for or against a current policy or problem 
related to racial politics 

• 500-word analysis of a news article that reflects course themes or class discussion.  
• a visual representation of a concept from this course without using words or sound 

These activities are designed to help you apply and integrate the knowledge you gain in the 
course and develop writing and analytical skills that are useful both in and outside of 
academia.   
 
2. Memos (30%) 

Throughout the course, you will be asked to write three 3-4 page memoranda 
connecting a set of readings to current events related to racial and ethnic politics. For 
each memo, you will be given information about your audience, your role as the memo 
writer and the problem that needs to be addressed.  Some memos may require you to do 
additional research. 
 
What is a memo? The Purdue Online Writing Lab describes them as follows:  

Memos have a twofold purpose: they bring attention to problems and they solve 
problems.  They accomplish their goals by informing the reader about new 
information like policy changes, price increases, or by persuading the reader to 
take an action, such as attend a meeting or change a current production 
procedure.  Regardless of the specific goal, memos are most effective when they connect 
the purpose of the writer with the interests and needs of the reader.  

We will discuss proper formatting and style in class, and a sample memo is available on 
Moodle.  The Purdue Online Writing Lab also offers suggestions for how to approach 
this type of assignment.  
 

3. Final Assignment (30%) 
Your final paper will have two parts, a critical analysis of the state of racial politics in the 
United States and a reflective essay on how your perspective has (or has not) changed as 
a function of this class.   
 
Analysis (15%): Many of the articles and books we read this semester offered 
recommendations or hopes for the future.  In 4-6 pages, I encourage you to do the same.  
What needs to happen in order to have an America “where racial divisions are muted 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/590/1/
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/590/1/


and intergroup conflicts are rare?” (Haney Lopez, 2014). What steps do individual 
citizens need to take to move forward? What can political elites do? Your essay should 
draw on course material, as well as the recommendations and analysis offered in your 
short papers written throughout the course of the semester.  
 
Reflective essay (15%): As part of your final assignment, you will reflect on how your 
thinking has (or has not) changed on issues of racial and ethnic politics.  Choose several 
readings, discussions, class activities or graded assignments that inspired you to think 
more deeply about issues around institutionalized racism or the political engagement of 
racial and ethnic groups.  Using these items, write a reflective essay of at least three 
pages explaining what the items you chose mean to you and how each reflects changes 
in your thinking, your writing, connections between disciplines, your understanding of 
yourself and others, or any other changes you want to highlight.   

 
4. Attendance & Participation (20%)  

Part of being a good colleague and good democratic citizen is engaging in thoughtful 
and civil discussion and actively listening to your peers.  I expect you to participate in 
class activities and discussions, thereby improving your verbal communication skills 
and practicing how to analyze, critique, and respond respectfully in discussion.  In order 
to participate, you must be present!  Much of the work we do in class will reinforce the 
assignments you complete for a grade; therefore it is to your benefit to be in class every 
day.  You are allowed two unexcused absences throughout the course of the semester.  
Each unexcused absence exceeding two will result in a five-point deduction from your 
final participation grade.  In other words, if you earn an 80% on participation but are 
absent 4 times, you will receive a 70.  Doctor’s notes do not exempt absences from this 
policy (but please let me know in the event of any prolonged, severe illnesses or other 
extenuating circumstances).   

 

IMPORTANT DEADLINES 

Unless otherwise specified, assignments are due by the beginning of class.  

“Making Connections” Activity #1 March 9 
“Making Connections” Activity #2 April 20 
Memo 1 February 23 
Memo 2 March 23 
Memo 3 April 6 
Final Assignment May 5 

Per university policy, students expecting to graduate in May or August 2017 graduation 
should turn their final essay and self-assessment in by Friday, April 29 at 5 pm.  

COURSE POLICIES 

Pre-requisites: Students must have completed PSC 32-114 (American Politics) or have permission 
of the instructor to enroll in this course.  
 
Late assignments: You may turn in an assignment late for a 1/3-letter grade deduction per day 
(so an A paper receives an A- if it is turned in within the first 24 hours after the deadline, B+ 
when two days late, etc.).  I will not remind you to turn in late papers. 
 



Citations: The political science department has decided that students in every course will use the 
same method of citation in all their writing assignments: the Chicago Style.  For the sake of 
uniformity, we ask you all to consult the same text, Kate Turabian’s guide to the Chicago style, 
titled A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses, and Dissertations, for information on how to 
employ this method of citation in your writing.  Therefore, I will not accept work that is not 
cited properly according to Turabian.    
 
Academic Integrity: Please read the honor pledge and learn what constitutes an honor code 
violation, especially as regards cheating and plagiarism.  People usually are aware of what 
constitutes cheating, but many might be unsure of what exactly plagiarism is all about.  The 
academic honor code can help clarify. Plagiarism is intellectual theft and you must know what 
constitutes it to avoid it. Using the words and ideas of others without acknowledgement is the 
essence of plagiarism. You can unintentionally plagiarize by failing to cite sources or 
incorrectly citing your sources. To avoid honor code violations, read the section below and cite 
your sources properly. In addition, on all your written work for this class, you must affirm the 
Honor Code by writing the pledge and signing your name beneath it: “I have acted with 
honesty and integrity in producing this work and am unaware of anyone who has not.”  
Questions about the Honor Code may be directed to: Jaime Woody, Dean of Students 
(woodyj@southwestern.edu). Phone 863-1624. 
 

Grading: Your grades will be calculated on the following scale: 

 A+ 97-100  B+ 87-89  C+ 77-79  D+ 67-69 

 A 93-97  B 84-86  C 74-76  D 64-66 

 A- 90-92  B- 80-83  C- 70-73  D- 60-63 

The University Honor Code applies to all graded assignments.  The work should be yours alone 
and no one else’s.   

Accommodating Disabilities: Southwestern University will make reasonable accommodations for 
persons with documented disabilities. Students should contact the Center for Academic Success 
to determine their eligibility to receive accommodations.  To arrange accommodations, students 
should contact Maria Pena, the Access and Academic Resource Coordinator, 
(penam@southwestern.edu) within the Center for Academic Success (in the Prothro Center): call 
512-863-1286 or email success@southwestern.edu. Students seeking accommodations should 
notify the Access and Academic Resource coordinator at least two weeks before services are 
needed.  It is the student’s responsibility to discuss any necessary accommodations with the 
appropriate faculty member. 
More information can also be found here: 
http://www.southwestern.edu/offices/success/forstudents/services.php. 

Technology: You are welcome to use your laptop or tablet to take notes for class, and at times we 
may use multiple laptops to look up information and watch or listen to course material.  
However, I expect these items to only be used for class-related purposes and not for your 
amusement or distraction. On the first day of class, we will come to an agreement as a class as to 
the penalty for inappropriate use of technology. 

HOW TO SUCCEED IN THIS COURSE 

This course emphasizes active learning, using a range of interactive assignments to investigate 
the relationship between race, ethnicity and politics.  Here are a few tips that will help you be 
successful in this course.  

mailto:woodyj@southwestern.edu
mailto:penam@southwestern.edu
mailto:success@southwestern.edu
http://www.southwestern.edu/offices/success/forstudents/services.php


1. Plan ahead. Keep due dates for both the weekly assignments and the larger projects in 
mind and plan your work accordingly.  Part of surviving college and the professional 
world beyond is knowing how to budget your time, and I will not be forgiving of late 
assignments that are the result of poor planning.   
 

2. Use your resources.  I am your most valuable resource, and I want to help you!  If 
something isn’t clear after our class discussion or an assignment, don’t hesitate to visit 
my office hours, talk to me after class, or send me an email.  I aim to be responsive and 
timely in my feedback and email replies. That being said, see number 1 above—don’t 
email me at midnight the night before an assignment is due and expect a response.  
Instead, think about your schedule and come see me in advance if you think there will 
be any problems.  
 
Beyond myself, there are dozens of great resources for the study of racial politics.  The 
Monkey Cage and Mischiefs of Faction are two blogs written by political scientists on a 
range of topics, including race and ethnicity.  FiveThirtyEight offers data-drive analysis 
of myriad topics, including politics.  The Pew Research Center’s U.S. Politics and Policy 
wing and the National Election Studies offer a wealth of polling and survey data on a 
range of issues.  And if there’s another type of information you’re looking for, just ask 
me or one of Southwestern’s librarians—we’ll help you track it down. 

  

http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/monkey-cage/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/monkey-cage/
http://www.mischiefsoffaction.com/
http://fivethirtyeight.com/
http://www.people-press.org/
http://electionstudies.org/


SCHEDULE 
 
Are U.S. politics racialized?  

Jan. 10  Introduction to the course 
 

Jan. 12 To read:  
Myrdal, Gunnar (1944). An American Dilemma: The Negro Problem and Modern 
Democracy. New York: Carnegie, chapter 1.  
 
Cook, Samuel DuBois (1976). “Democracy and Tyranny in America” Journal of 
Politics 38(3): 276-294.  
 
Smith, Rogers M. (1993). “Beyond Tocqueville, Myrdal and Hartz: The 
Multiple Traditions in America.” American Political Science Review 87(3): 549-
566. 

 
Jan. 17 To read:  

Gilens, Martin. (2003). “How the Poor Became Black.” In Race and the Politics of 
Welfare Reform.  Eds. Sanford F. Schram and Joe Brian Soss.  
  
Winter, Nicholas J. G. (2006). “Beyond Welfare: Framing and the Racialization 
of White Opinion on Social Security” American Journal of Political Science. 50(2): 
400-420. 
 

Jan. 19 To read:  
 
In class, we will watch the first half of the Netflix documentary 13th.  
 

How do modern political institutions perpetuate racial inequality?  
 
Jan. 24 To read:  

Hochschild, Weaver and Burch, chs. 1 & 6.  
 
Gottschalk, Marie (2016). Caught: The Prison State and the Lockdown of American 
Politics. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, chapter 7.  
 

Jan. 26 To read:  
Manza, Jeff and Christopher Uggen (2008). Locked Out: Felon Disenfranchisement 
and American Democracy. Oxford: Oxford University Press, chapter 8.  
 

Jan. 26 To read:  
Lerman, Amy E. and Vesla M. Weaver (2014). Arresting Citizenship: The 
Democratic Consequences of American Crime Control. Chicago: University of 
Chicago Press, chapter 6.   
 
Burch, Traci (2013). Trading Democracy for Justice: Criminal Convictions and the 
Decline of Neighborhood Political Participation. Chicago: Chicago University 
Press, chapter 4. 
 



Jan. 31 To read:  
Matthew, Dayna Bowen. (2015). Just Medicine: A Cure for Racial Inequality in 
American Healthcare. New York: New York University Press, chapter 1.  
 
Tesler, Michael (2012). “The Spillover of Racialization into Health Care: How 
President Obama Polarized Public Opinion by Racial Attitudes and Race” 
American Political Science Review 56: 690-704.  
 

Feb. 2 To read:  
Massey, Douglas S. (2007). Categorically Unequal: The American Stratification 
System. Washington, D.C.: Russell Sage, chapter 3.  
 
Massey, Douglas S. and Nancy A. Denton. (1993). American Apartheid: 
Segregation and the Making of the Underclass. Cambridge, MA: Harvard 
University Press, chapter 3.  
 

Feb. 7 Johnson, Lyndon B. (1965). “To Fulfill These Rights.” Commencement Address 
at Howard University, June 4, 1965.  
http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/?pid=27021 
 
Katznelson, Ira (2005). “Welfare in Black and White” in When Affirmative Action 
was White. New York: Norton, chapter 6.  
 
Coates, Ta-Nahesi (2014). “The Case for Reparations.” The Atlantic, June. 
http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2014/06/the-case-for-
reparations/361631/ 
 

What is the legacy of the Voting Rights Act (and do we still need Section 5)? 
 
Feb. 14 To read:  

Keyssar, Alexander (2009). The Right to Vote. Chapter 8.  
 
McDonald, Laughlin. (2005). ”The Voting Rights Act in Indian Country: South 
Dakota, a Case Study.” American Indian Law Review. 29: 43-74.  
 

Feb. 9 To read:  
Thernstrom, Stephan and Abigail Thernstrom (1993). America in Black and 
White: One Nation, Indivisible. New York: Simon & Schuster, chapter 16. 
 

Feb. 16 To read:  
Swain, Carol. (1992). “Some Consequences of the Voting Rights Act” in 
Controversies in Minority Voting: The Voting Rights Act in Perspective eds. 
Bernard Grofman and Chandler Davidson.  Washington, D.C.: Brookings 
Instititon. (p. 292-296).  
 
Guinier, Lani. (1994). “Groups, Representation, and Race Conscious 
Districting” in The Tyranny of the Majority. New York: Free Press.  
 

http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2014/06/the-case-for-reparations/361631/
http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2014/06/the-case-for-reparations/361631/


Feb. 21 To read:  
Shelby County v. Holder (Facts of the case, Question, and Conclusion) 
https://www.oyez.org/cases/2012/12-96  
 
Lipton, Eric and Ian Urbina (2007). “In 5-year effort, scant evidence of voter 
fraud” New York Times April 12. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2007/04/12/washington/12fraud.html?pagewant
ed=all&_r=0 
 
Crouch, Jeffrey. (2017). “Voter Identification Laws—Necessary, Nefarious, or 
Neither?” in Campaigns on the Cutting Edge, Richard J. Semiatin, ed. 
Washington, D.C.: CQ Press. 

Feb. 23 To read:  
Kinder, Donald. R. and Lynn M. Sanders (1996). Divided by Color: Racial Politics 
and Democratic Ideals. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, ch. 5.  
 
Mendelberg, Tali.  The Race Card: Campaign Strategy, Implicit Messages, and the 
Norm of Equality. Princeton: Princeton University Press. Chapter 4.  
 
Paper 1 due 

Feb. 28 To read:  
Dog Whistle Politics, intro – ch. 1 
 

March 2 To read:  
Dog Whistle Politics, ch. 2-4 

March 7 To read:  
Dog Whistle Politics, ch. 5-7 
 

March 9 To read:  
Dog Whistle Politics, ch. 8-conclusion.  
 

SPRING BREAK MARCH 11-19, NO CLASS 
 
To what extent do members of different racial groups connect to political parties?  
March 21 To read:  

Hajnal and Lee, ch. 1-3 
 
Paper 2 due 

March 23 To read:  
Hajnal and Lee, ch. 4-6 
 
 

March 28 To read:  
Hajnal and Lee, ch. 8-9 
 

How do immigrants become incorporated into the American political system?  What effects 
has immigration had on the white majority?  
 

https://www.oyez.org/cases/2012/12-96
http://www.nytimes.com/2007/04/12/washington/12fraud.html?pagewanted=all&_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2007/04/12/washington/12fraud.html?pagewanted=all&_r=0


March 30 To read:  
 
Hochschild, Weaver, and Burch, chs. 2-3 
 
Andersen, Kristi (2008). “Parties, Organizations, and Political Incorporation: 
Immigrants in Six U.S. Cities.” In Ramakrishnan, S. Karthic and Irene 
Bloemraad, eds. Civic Hopes and Political Realities: Immigrants, Community 
Organizations, and Political Engagement, Washington, D.C.: Russell Sage.   
 

April 4 NO CLASS, RESEARCH AND CREATIVE WORKS SYMPOSIUM 
 

April 6 To read:  
Abrajano & Hajnal, part I 
 
Paper 3 due 

April 11 To read:  
Abrajano & Hajnal, part II 
 

April 13 To read:  
Abrajano & Hajnal, part III 
 

April 18 To read:  
Abrajano & Hajnal, part IV 
 

April 20 To read:  
Hochschild, Weaver and Burch, ch. 7.  
 

April 25 NO CLASS 
Work on final paper and reflective statement  

 
Final paper and reflective essay are due May 5 at 5 pm, as a hard copy in my office.  If you are 
planning to graduate in May-August 2017, your final paper and self-assessment are due by 
April 28 at 11:59 pm.  
 


